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ABB and Rittal enhance global partnership to drive digitalization in industrial applications
ABB and Rittal to provide industrial grade edge data center solutions for industrial customers who need to deploy robust IT capacity close to their operations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Herborn/Zurich, 20 June 2018 – Rittal and ABB have announced a new global level strategic alliance. Based on their proven partnership in the uninterruptible power distribution  business, both companies aim to expand their solutions approach for modular, secure and high-availability data center infrastructure, primarily in countries, such as North and South America, Asia and Europe.
The strategic partnership covers various solutions and services including those for uninterruptible power supply (UPS), secure edge data center solutions with fire protection, edge data centers for OEM manufacturers, scalable modular data centers in cooperation as well as new power container solutions.  
Leveraging the joint global network of sales, engineering  and service teams of both companies ABB and Rittal  intend to execute a  joint strategic approach focusing on the  conception and development of modern data centers, e.g. for edge computing. 
These prefabricated and resilient data center solutions – such as the recently launched Secure Edge Data Center (SEDC) with HPE – are purpose-built for harsh industrial environments to help customers digitalize their operations, which will allow customers to run enterprise-grade IT in close proximity to their operational technology (OT) environments, machines and equipment to enable low-latency, secure and reliable digital processes.
“The enhanced global partnership with ABB provides our customers with the expertise of two global leaders in the OT and IT industry that complement each other perfectly. Our turnkey and proven solutions help companies implement the needed IT infrastructure for secure edge computing and other smart applications in order to capture the value of the digitization,” says Andreas Keiger, Executive Vice President Global Business Unit IT, Rittal.
“ABB has supplied UPS systems and electrical distribution solutions to Rittal for some time already and both companies agreed to deepen their partnership on an international level to support their growth strategies in the last few years. Rittal not only deploys ABB UPS systems as part of their data center solutions but also leverages local ABB services to strengthen sales activities and services in local markets,” adds Lara Cortinovis, ABB’s Global Product Group Manager Power Protection. 
New era of decentralized computing
Modern edge data centers are essential for data-driven economies, where the Internet of Things (IoT) are generating a massive amount of data. An edge data center brings IT capacity closer to the place of data generation to enable low-latency, secure and reliable digital processes needed for many Industry 4.0 scenarios.


Proven achievements for driving digitization
Rittal and ABB look back on a successful cooperation. Joint IT reference projects include critical infrastructures, for instance the implementation of a new data center at a European airport. 
Other project is the Lefdal Mine Datacenter. This is a maximum security and highly energy efficiency data center for colocation services built in a decommissioned ore mine in Norway, offering an IT capacity of over 200 MW in the first phase of expansion. Here, both companies work hand in hand offering turnkey and scalable IT infrastructure for a very flexible use of IT systems.
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Captions
Image 1 (fri161477900): “The enhanced global partnership with ABB provides our customers with the expertise of two global leaders in the OT and IT industry that complement each other perfectly. Our turnkey and proven solutions help companies implement the needed IT infrastructure for secure edge computing and other smart applications in order to capture the value of the digitization,” says Andreas Keiger, Executive Vice President Global Business Unit IT, Rittal.
Image 2 (fri182014300): “ABB has supplied UPS systems and electrical distribution solutions to Rittal for some time already and both companies agreed to deepen their partnership on an international level to support their growth strategies in the last few years,” adds Lara Cortinovis, ABB’s Global Product Group Manager Power Protection.
Image 3 (fri162002000):  Lefdal Mine Datacenter is a maximum security and highly energy efficiency data center for colocation services in Norway, offering an IT capacity of over 200 MW in the first phase of expansion. Here, both companies work hand in hand offering turnkey and scalable IT infrastructure for a flexible use of IT systems.
May be reproduced free of charge. Please name Rittal GmbH & Co. KG as the source. 
About Rittal
Rittal, headquartered in Herborn, Hesse, Germany, is a leading global provider of solutions for industrial enclosures, power distribution, climate control and IT infrastructure, as well as software and services.
Systems made by Rittal are deployed across a variety of industrial and IT applications, including vertical sectors such as the transport industry, power generation, mechanical and plant engineering, IT and telecommunications. Rittal is active worldwide with 9,300 employees and 58 subsidiaries. Its broad product range includes infrastructure solutions for modular and energy-efficient data centres with innovative concepts for the security of physical data and systems. Leading software providers Eplan and Cideon complement the value chain, providing interdisciplinary engineering solutions, while Rittal Automation Systems offers automation systems for switchgear construction.
Founded in Herborn in 1961, Rittal is the largest company in the Friedhelm Loh Group. The Friedhelm Loh Group operates worldwide with 18 production sites and 80 international subsidiaries. The entire group employs 11,500 people and generated revenues of €2.5 billion in 2017. For the tenth time in succession, the family business has won the accolade “Top German Employer” in 2018. A Germany-wide survey by Focus Money magazine named Friedhelm Loh Group as one of the nation’s top companies in terms of vocational training for the third year running in 2018.
Further information can be found at www.rittal.com and www.friedhelm-loh-group.com.
About ABB
ABB (ABBN: SIX Swiss Ex) is a pioneering technology leader in electrification products, robotics and motion, industrial automation and power grids, serving customers in utilities, industry and transport & infrastructure globally. Continuing a history of innovation spanning more than 130 years, ABB today is writing the future of industrial digitalization with two clear value propositions: bringing electricity from any power plant to any plug and automating industries from natural resources to finished products. As title partner of Formula E, the fully electric international FIA motorsport class, ABB is pushing the boundaries of e-mobility to contribute to a sustainable future. ABB operates in more than 100 countries with about 135,000 employees. www.abb.com
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